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PROPOSALS. 


For the Encouragement. and Promoting of Religion and Learning 
in the Foreign Plantations; and to induce ſuch of the Clergy 
of this Kingdom, as are Perfons of Sobricty and Abilities, 


to accept of a Miſuoen into thoſe Parts. 
Plantations, are the Wiſhes, Deſires, and Prayers, of all Pious and Serious 


V | ) Chriſtians, and ſuch as are zealons of God's Glory, and the Salvation of . 


Men's Souls. AND WHEREAS that Bleſſed Work, next under God, does principally 
depend upon the Abilities of the Clergy of thoſe the Exemplarineſs of their Lives, and 
their Induſtry in Teaching others; WHEREAS ALSO the Clergy, that are already in 
the Plantations, as well as thoſe who are to be ſent thither, cannot —_— ſpeaking) be fo 
capable of Informing themſelves, and of Inſtrufting others in the iſtianity, in , 
the Nature of the Covenant of Crace, in the Meaning and Importance of the Artides of Our 
moſt Holy Faith, and in the Nature andExtent of all Chriſtzan Daties, without the Afiſtance 
of ſome good Commentators upon the Holy Scriptores; and one, at or mare of thee 
Authors, who have beſt treated upon each, and every of thoſe Points, WHEREAS 
A L SO for the Supply of that Want, Mcnof and addicted to 
induced to leave the Expettations they may have of 
in their Native Country, to go to remote Parts and 
Advantages, as will over-balance all Conſiderations inclining 
eſpecially, not without a competent Proviſion of ſuch Beoks as are neceſſary 
in thoſe Places where they are to ſerve (few of them that go over from hence being able to 
furniſh themſelves with ſo many Books as they ſhall need) AND, LASTLY, WHEREAS 
Infufficiency and Scandal in the Clergy of thoſe Places, in all probability, would be moſt ſuc- 
ceſsfully prevented, both in this and feture Apes, ſhould every Parochial Minifter in the Plan- 
tations have a ſufficient Library of well-choſen Books, of all thoſe kinds before-mention'd, in 
which he might ſpend his Time to his own SatisfaQtion, and with Improvement and Profit to 
himfelf and others. | 

TO PROMOTE THEREFORE do Bleſſed and Noble an End, $$ the Propagation 
of Chriſtian Knowledge in thoſe Parts; and-as well to encourage thoſe who are there already 
employ'd in the Miniſtry, as alſo to envite other able Miniſtersover, and to furniſh both .with 
proper Means for accomplifhing ſo aWork; IT IS HUMBLY offer to all that\ 
are hearty Well-wiſhers to the Souls of Men, and the Honour of their Saviour, to conſider, 
and, as they ſhall ſcecauſe, to favour theſe Propoſals following : 


1. THAT 2 Catalogue being made of what particular Books fhall be judged moſt imme- 
diately and necc/larily Uſeful for a Parochial Miniſter, wherewith he may be ſufficiently caa- 
bled both to Intorm himſelf, and to Inſtrud others, in all the Neceſſary and Eſſential Parts of 
Chriſtianity ; So many of ſuch Libraries be ſent by the Lord Biſhop of London, by the hands of : 
ſuch as his Lordſhip ſhall Commiſion for that purpoſe, to be Appropriated and Affixed, one F 
to each Pariſh in the Foreign Plantations, particularly thoſe Land and Yirginss, and 
farther as the Fund to be raiſed ſhall enable. 


HEREAS the Propagation of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Increaſe of Di- 
vine Knowledge, _— all ſorts of Perſons in His Majeſty's Foreign 


2. THAT every Parochial Library ſhall be afbxed in a decent and large Room of the 
Parſonage-Houſe of tuch-Pariſh, there to remain to the ſole Uſe of the Miniſter thereof for the 


time bcing, unto all fntore Generations, and to beas UNALIENABLE as any other the \ a 
Rights add Dues of the Church, which are Aſcertained by Law. | 
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3. THAT in orderto the Preſervation of every ſuch Library to ſucceeding Ages without 
Loſs, as far as can be Humanly provided in any thing of that kind, there be made an exact Ca- 
talogne of the Books belonging to the Library of each Pariſh; and that every ſuch Catalogue 
be fairly writfen in Four Books of Vellum provided for that purpoſe : The Firſt whereof to be 
left with the Lord Biſhop of Londen for the time being ; a Second with his Commiſſary, or 
ſome Chief Clergy-man ia every of thoſe Plantations where ſuch Libraries are provided : and 
a Third tq,xgmain in the reſpective Libraries themſelves; and a Fourth to be depoſited in the 


Veſtry of Each of the Aid Pariſhes. 


4. THAT the COMMISS ART beobliged, at leaſt once in Three Years Perſonally 
to make a Parochial Viſitation , And then, beſides the Charge- of his Duty in other reſpets 
that it be incumbent alſo vpon him, particularly to Inſpe& the Parochial Libraries, and to ſce 
that none of the Books be Imbezell'd or Loſt : And that the Church-Wardens of each Pariſh 
be alſo obliged, every Year, before the Viſitation, to inform themſelves in what Condition the 


ſaid Books are, and to Preſent accordingly at the Viſitation. 


5- THAT for farther Security to preſerve ghem from Loſs and Imbezelment, and that 
they may be known where-ever they are found , in every Book, on the one ſide of the Cover 
ſhall be Letter'd theſe Words: SUB. AUSPICIIS WIL.LIELMI 111. :on the other fide the 
Name of the Pariſhto which theſe Books do belong : EX. GR. E. BIBLIOTHECA DE MARY- 


TOWN: E. BIBLIOTHECA DE JAMES-TOWN, &c. 


6. THAT the Miniſter of each Pariſh, his Heirs and Adminiſtrators, may be obliged 
by Virtue of an Aft of Aſſembly nv pn and made for that purpoſe, to make good what 
Books ſhall'be Imbezelled or Loft by his Favlr. 
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MEANS of Obtaining ſuch Parechial Libraries. 


t. TH Application be madeto the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry, for their Charitable 
Contributions to ſo Pious a Work; and eſpecially that the Merchants and Traders 
tothe Foreign Plantations be earneſtly call'd upon, as Perſons principally concern'd, to encou- 
rage this Defign : It being moſt reaſonable to expeQ, that in Gratitude to God, and the Inha- 
bitants of thoſe Plantations, the more plentifully they bave reaped of their Temporal Things, the more 
liberally they ſhould ſow to them m Spiritual Things. _... - .._— -- ---- ---+ + OS 
2. That Application be alſo made to ſuch Learned Authors as are now living, that they 
would beſtow ſome of their own Books, which ſhall be judged uſeful to the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 
3.- Thar, for the General SatisfaQion of thoſe who have advanced either in Books or Money 
to ſo Pious a Deſign, a full Account ſhall be publiſhed what Books have been given, what 
Summs have, been obtained, and how the ſame have been laid our to the delignzd Ends. 
Laſtly, In Gratitude to the BenefaQors towards this Pious Deſign, all thoſe, whether they 


be Publick Societies, Companies, or Private Perſons, who ſhall Contribute any thing there- 


unto, ſhall have their Names and reſpeftive Summs; And the Authors ſhali have the Number 


of Books given by *em, [tranſmitted to Poſterity, by being Regiſtred in a Book kept for that 
purpoſe in each of the Libraries. - 

We look upon this Deſagn, as what will much tend to Propagate Chriſtian Knowledge in the 
ion berng it 41 all bkelibood, bwvite ſome of the #4 Studrous and — Perſons 
out of the Unzverſaties , to undertake the Miniſtry m thoſe Parts, and will be a means of rendring 
*em uſeful when they are there. : And therefore as we ſhall contribute chearfully towards Pro- 
moting of theſe Parocbial Ltbr aries, ſo we boye that Pious Perſons will be - feund, who, out 
of Love to Religion and Learning, will alſo contribute therewnto. 


Tho. Cantuar. H. Lond. 


Fo. Ebor, © —_ 
: | Ed. Worceſter. - 


F. Norwich. T 


IV. Cov. and Litch. | 
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THE 


PRESENT STATE 


The Proteſtant Religion 


N the Year 1691. His Majeſty having graciouſly thought fit to take the Government of 
MART-LAMND into his own and the Province into his Immediate Care; in 


Aeoy, 1692. an Att of Aſſembly paſgd for the Eſtabliſhment of the Proteſtant- Religion 

there, and for dividing of the TEN COUNTIES thereof into Five and twenty 
Pariſhes, each of which, are endowed with a competent Maintenance for a Miniſter. But the 
Execution of that A hath beenina manner ny negleRed, *till it pleas'd His MAJESTY 
toconfer the Government on the moſt Worthy and Excellent Perſon, FRANCIS NIC HOL- 
SON Eſq; who ſince his Arrival in Aug. 1694. with an indefatigable Induſtry and Zeal to pro- 
mote His MAJESTY's Honour, the [at'reſt of the Religion, and the Good of the 
whole Province, hath Revived and Reinforced the ſaid At, by another Additional one, for 
the Increaſe and Maintenance of Religion; hath Colle&ed the Arrears, ard is now Building 
ſeveral Churches, beſides one Fine Church at ANNOPQLIS ih ARUNDEL County, with a 
Parſonage Houſe to every Church: Towards all which, His EXCELLENCY, the Counal, 
and other inhabitants of the Province, have generouſly and largely Contributed. 


And that a PRI Succeſſion of Proteſtant Divines of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 
map be provided for the Prog of the True Chriſtian Religion in the faid Colony, His 
E LENCY hath, by the Conſent of the Council and Burgeſles in Aſſembly, promoted 
a Law, veſting a Power incertain Truſtees for Ere&ing one Free-School in each County; one 
of which is already begun at ANNOPOLIS, and js to be Endowed with 100 1. Sterling per 
Amnnum, for the Maintenance of one Maſter and two Uſhers, for Inſtrudting the Youth of the 
ſaid Province in ARITHMETICK, NAVIGATION, and all USEFUL. LEARNING; but - 
chiefly for the Fitting ſuch as are diſpos'd toStudy DIVINITY, to be further Educated at His 
MAJESTY's COLLEGE ROYAL in VIRGINIA, in order, upon their Return, to be Or-_ 
dained by the Lord Biſhop of LONDON's SUFFRAGAN Reſiding in the Province, both 
for that purpoſe, and to ſuperviſe the Lives of the Clergy thereof ; for whoſe Support alſo, 
atthe Requeſt and Recommendation of the Aſſembly, His EXCELLENCY hath fetled a fair 


and competent Maintenance, 


The 


T4 


The Perſon now Deputed by the Lord Biſhopof LONDON, tobe his COMMISSARY 
in M ART-L AN D, tor the Pfopagation of Our moſt Holy Religion amcigft the Infide]s, 
for the Inducement of Sober and Serious Young Divines to go to the Foreign Plantations, 
and for the berter Qualifying them for ſo Noble and Chriſtian an Ec:ployment, is now 
wholly buſicd in Collecting of PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES of Choice and Uſeful Books, for 
the perpetual Uſe of ſuch of the Clergy, who ſhall now undertake that Voyage, and for all 
thoſe who ſhall ſucceed them. A ND certainly a more ſuitable Encouragement to Men of 
good Parts, and Inclinations to go upon fo Blefſed a Miſſion, could not be thought of : For as it 
is Books alone which will encourage the moſt Studious, Virtuous, and conſequently the moſt 
Uſeful Perſons to go over ; ſoit isan Encouragement that is in a manner neceſſary to be provi- 
ded in the _—_—_ Plantations ; ſince few or nage at their firſt going over, are in 4 Coudition 
to provide themſelves therewith ; ad whea they arethere, Books are hardly to be met with 
by thoſe who ſhall be able to buy them. And yet without a competent Proviſion of ſeveral 
_— and Neceſſary Books, it is morally impoſſible that any ſhould be enabled to inſtruct their 
People. | 

And now that ſuch Excellent Works are jointly begun, and carrying on, What a happy 
ConjunQure is this (which perhaps may not again recur) for Perſons who are Piouſly diſpos'd, 
to give their helping hand towards ſuch Bleſſed and Glorious Deſigns ,-as the Propagating of 
True Chriſfian Knowledge and PraQtice, in Places formerly fo much Uncultivated therewith. 
Surely'if he who Convertetb s ſingle Sinuer from the Ertour of bis Ways, ſhall bide a multitude of 
Sms, what abundant Matter for comfortable RefleAions upon a Death-bed, ſhall that Perſon 
lay up, who ſhall contribute towards providing of the moſt proper and genuine Means, next 
to the Divinely Inſpired Writings, of Converting many poor Souls, not only in this, but in all 
future Generations, even ſo long as the Sun and Moon endureth. 


Salou Deus Oper: O- Faventibas. a 
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